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(In the interest of full disclosure: This is an independent technical review by an educator
who is a long-time user of the OED 2.0 on CD-ROM. I received an evaluation copy of the
OED 4.0 from elearnaid.com in exchange for an unbiased review of the Mac version. To
the credit of elearnaid.com they were as interested as I was in finding out if there were
any problems at all with installing and running the OED on the Mac. When I barraged
them with questions about the new Mac version, they asked me to write a review. I
have no other affiliation with elearnaid.com or Oxford University Press or any agents
affiliated with OUP.)

REVIEW IN BRIEF
This is less a review than a spontaneous cry of delight!
If you’re a new user of the OED for the Mac, rejoice. There has not been a Mac version
since 1989. You are just in time to buy the OED 4.0 for the Mac. It works! It’s cheaper
than Version 2. Be happy. Be very, very happy.
If you a weary and wary OED owner who has been burned by your previous version of
the OED on CD-ROM and are “twice shy” about spending yet more money to buy
version 4.0 for the Mac, be reassured. Honestly it does work! Thirty minutes after
receiving my brand new copy of the Oxford English Dictionary 4.0, I was jumping up
and down in celebration.
As an owner since 2000 of the very expensive OED 2.0 for Windows, I was expecting
problems. The OED 2.0 version was infamous for installation and authorization problems
and simply being unusable most of the time, but with the new OED 4.0 for Mac OS X, I
am no longer bashing my head on the desk trying to get it to work. No more having to
keep the (expletive deleted) CD-ROM in the drive forever. No more praying each and
every time I tried to use the aforementioned CD-ROM that it would not give the dreaded
“Failed to authorize” error message and refuse to run. The OED 4.0 for the Mac installed
in 5 minutes as per the instructions included with the CD-ROM. It runs without problems.
Only people who have been through all the Windows OED CD-ROM problems since
2000 can know the relief I feel. If you have ever wailed to your OED CD-ROM, “I really,
really want to love you but you have given me so many headaches that I want to put you
through a shredder then incinerate your pieces on the doorstep of Oxford University
Press,” only then can you truly appreciate a compliant, cooperative, lovable, almost

cuddly OED.
Of course nothing is perfect. Mac users will notice immediately the OED 4.0’s
unaesthetic, dreary, long-in-the-tooth, "I'm a PC" interface. But who really cares as long
as it works? I don’t. It's the OED and it isn't trying to drive me crazy--for the first time
since I got version 2.0 in 2000. I absolutely love it! So my fingers are crossed that there
are no lurking nasty surprises that I have not discovered and that I can continue to love
my OED.
At this point, my only reservation is financial, rather than technical. The OUP should
have offered an upgrade price to long time owners of the OED who have been limping
along trying to use their Windows OED on a Mac using Virtual PC, Parallels, VM Ware
Fusion or some other virtual PC type system on their Mac. However, OUP has refused to
do so. That said, having now used the OED 4.0 on my Mac, I know that it’s worth
having, even if the upgrade price is unavailable to Mac users. If you buy it from
elearnaid.com, their heavily discounted price will lesson the pain.

MORE INFORMATION
Installation:
It’s a simple Mac OS x install (on my iMac 24” 3.06ghz Intel Core 2 Duo).
1. Start your Mac, place the OED v4.0 Install CD (not the Data CD) in your CD-ROM
drive.
2. Double click on the CD icon when it appears on your desktop.

3. Drag the file OED4.dmg to the desktop.
4. Eject the Install CD and insert the Data CD.
5. Double click the CD icon that appears on the desktop.

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Drag the file OED40.002.dmgpart to the desktop.
Double click OED4.dmg to open it.
Accept the Software License Agreement.
Drag the OED v4.0 application from the install window to the Applications folder.
Close the install window, eject the Data CD and drag OED4.dmg and
OED40.002.dmgpart to the Trash.

Once installed, the application runs from the hard drive only. You do NOT keep the Data
CD in the CD-ROM drive as was required for version 2.0. Nor do you have to reauthorize
your OED every 3 months as was the case with version 3.0.
Apparently the install program creates a mini virtual PC environment on the Mac just for
the OED. That’s why the interface looks so “PC” –it is PC!
While I was playing around with the OED checking it out, I wanted to know if it would also
install just as easily on the previous Mac OS (10.4.11 Tiger). However, my ancient
Powerbook G4 has a broken DVD/CD-ROM drive. To install the OED even just to check
out how nicely the OED 4.0 plays in the Tiger environment was not possible. What to
do? Brainstorm. I placed both OED4.dmg and OED4.002.dmgpart on my USB
thumbdrive, plugged the thumbdrive into my ancient G4 laptop and clicked on the OED4.
dmg. The OED ran directly from my thumb drive! I did not have to install on my G4 to
run the OED. I’m sure from OUP’s point of view this is not a good thing. I’m astonished
it worked. Even without copyright issues, it runs slower this way so I would not
recommend trying this yourself. However, I am now reassured that the OED 4.0 works
just fine in Tiger. It also means that owners of the MacBook Air (who have no DVD/CD drive)
could use the USB thumbdrive trick to install their OED.
This raises the issue of copy protection. The OED verson 2.0 was crippled by
Macrovision SafeDisc C-Dilla “protection.” There’s a Wikipedia entry for the OED that
states: “Version 2 (1999)…had clumsy copy-protection that made it difficult to use and
would even cause the program to deny use to OUP staff in the middle of demonstrations
of the product.” Version 3 was also heavily protected. Even a cursory search of the web
shows that hackers were able to get around this protection while honest owners were
often left with costly “coasters.” While the OED version 4.0 for the PC is also
“protected,” I’m not sure if it is currently causing problems for Windows users. The
protection does not appear to be present for the Mac version nor does it appear to be
involved in the install of the Mac version. If so, this is a true blessing. So far I have not
found anyone reporting any problems on the Mac.
Will the OED work just as well in the new Mac OS (Snow Leopard) now available on
new Macs and available for retail sale later this year? I don’t know. I talked with OUP
Tech Support, but they have not tried the OED with Snow Leopard and did not sound like
they planned to do so. I will report on this when I get my hands on the new OS later this
year. I have read that because the OED is Flash based it should run on Snow Leopard
without problems. I live in hope.
UPDATE 09/01/2009: Just installed Snow Leopard. OED continues to work without problems!

USE of the OED

Getting started
Once the OED is installed, you will see the home screen. Click on the Dictionary button
at the top of the screen to get started. You can get the OED to bypass the Home screen by
changing a setting under Options. (Some people find the Homepage screen annoying.)
Click on the Options button at the top of the Dictionary screen. Check the box for
“Bypass homepage on startup.”
If you want to be able to use the OED while you are in other applications like Word,
check the box “Look up words from other applications.” (This will allow a box to float
on the right side of your screen while you are working in Word. Then you highlight a
word in your document, click on it while holding down the control key, then select
“define” from the list that pops up, and the word will appear in the floating box. It’s not
really as cumbersome as that description sounds. You still have your spell-checker and
thesaurus functions performed by your integrated Mac dictionary.)
Also note that you can adjust font size to your preference and also select a light or dark
background. However that is the limit of your options. This isn’t Mac-land.

Options screen

Copying, saving, printing entries:
At the bottom of the Dictionary screen you will see buttons for “Copy” and “Print,” but
not “Save.” Since the previous versions did allow users to save, this looks like a loss of a
valuable function. However, I discovered that if I click “Print” as though I were actually
going to print a hard copy of a complete entry, then on the second print screen that comes
up, I select “PDF,” I was able to save a 128 page entry for one usage of “set” as an Adobe
PDF file. This means I could view it exactly as if I were looking at the entry in the OED.
I could save or print it, as I liked.

First print screen

Second print screen
The copy button will allow you to copy and paste an entry to Word, Stickies, or Text or
other programs with varying degrees of success. The colors do not copy, lines may get
rearranged, characters may get changed. You need to play around to see what works for
you if you do not want to use the Print to PDF function.
Please note: If you try to use the Mac key combination of Command +C to copy text it
will jump you away from the entry you were trying to copy. But the surprise is that the
text has been copied to the clipboard, so hit the “Back” button to return to your entry of
interest, then paste your copied text to into Word, or Text, or Stickies or wherever.
“Back” is a very useful button.

Searching for words
The OED is being heavily advertised as having letter by letter searching (don’t expect the
OED to guess what you mean if you are not spelling your word correctly!) However,
there is a glitch when it comes to the word “set”—often cited as the longest entry in the
OED—the Sanskirt “set” shows up misplaced in the alphabetical order which throws off
the “wheel’s” ability to take you to the other “set” entries. To get to all those, you have to
type “seta” to go just past “set” in the list, then go back up the list with the arrow to the
other “set” entries which immediately precede “seta.” No doubt this will be fixed in an
update at some point.

There is an advanced Boolean search function available. It’s not fast, but it’s nice to have
the feature. The real issue with searches is that the results cannot be saved. That’s very
strange since you could save your results in versions 2.0 & version 3. If you’re doing
research this is more than a minor inconvenience. Didn’t the technicians at OUP ask
scholars and researchers what features were needed? Let’s hope that this changes in an
update, but more likely it will only change with another costly upgrade.

SUMMARY:
It works! It’s much faster than version 2.0. It takes up less hard-drive space than version
3. It does not have install or authorization problems. It’s possible to save whole entries to
Adobe pdf files. Would it be more useful if it saved search results? Absolutely. Is it eyecandy? No, but you still have to love it. It’s the OED at your fingertips—a working OED!

